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Carpet weaving in Kerman.
Part 1.

M Translated by Seyyed Amjad Nezami
Rug and Handicraft Commission Secretary
International affairs expert Kerman Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture

KERMAN carpet has a long Antecedent history.

A Part of Carpet, woven in Kerman, preserved in Ma-
shad museum of Emam reza, that demonstrates the antig-
uity of 700 years weaving of carpet in Kerman in knotted
groundwork.

In opinion of Sir John Chardon (French explorer &
researcher- Safavid period) the best and largest carpets
entered to kings courts mostly had designed and woven
by Kermanian dexterous weavers.

The famous Italian explorer and traveler, Marco Polo,
expresses the reputation of Kerman carpet in his itinerary
while traveled to Orient part of Iran (Kerman). Also men-
tions Iran is Sultan of carpet in the world.

the curve of carpet weaving progress was in upper-
most in Safavid period but in bottommost phase in the
outset of Qajar, while Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar at-
tacked and desolated Kerman city, in revenge of Kerma-
nian hospitality and kindness to Lotf alikhan Zand (his
rival-the king of Zandiye).

Soon after this session, the curve of progress ascends
then passing a two time decrease continuously after
World War | and economic crisis in 1929. Later on con-
tinues its way to considerable production to the present.

In the 19th century, Kerman was one of leading pro-
ducers of a type of cloth named “Shawl” which gained
afame in Europe,particularly in England .after a while
the Shawl became out of Fashion and the shawl weav-
ers of Kerman began to weave Carpet. Even now the
Botteh(paisley) patterns that originally were used in
Shawl are in demand both in Kerman and the other car-
pet centers of Iran.

Kerman is among the first cities that foreign compa-
nies established carpet weaving workshops and started
exporting Kerman carpet to Europe to meet the needs of
Europe Markets.

In this regards, representatives of France, Italy and
England companies have facilitated and flourished the
production and trade of Kerman carpet in the last century.

Representative of American merchants were the later
commercial rivals who were stable and long term basis
customers for Kerman carpet after World War I.

Unfortunately, proper market of America brought
negative consequences for Kerman carpet ,that was mal-
weaving epidemic and double Knots in order to finish
and deliver Carpets for selling in Markets.

Unacceptable custom left with carpet weavers and the
consequence of this habit was the damage of Kerman
Carpet reputation.

wy |

One of the reasons of Kerman carpet reputation is
Abundant Patterns, interesting designs and applying va-
riety of colors which lies in a complete equilibrium with
each other.

Kermani carpet designer has never been limited in a
few color and pattern but always been a tradition breaker,
with finger skilled and capable hands , has brought un-
limited human fantasies into the carpet design.

When carpet weavers and designers understood mar-
gin and pan are limitations for carpet context , ignored
them and combined margin with context and inserted
bergamot in a plain context and created plain context
carpet design.

In brief, enough to say that, innovations of designers
and weavers resulted in Proceeding of other rivals such as
Kashan which holding long history of unrival reputation
in exquisite carpets.

It was due to some limitation in Kashan carpet weav-
ing and designing .

That is good to remember two famous and old Kerm-
ani weavers : ostad Hossein and ostad Ghasem Kermani
who could revive painting designs of old painters elabo-
rately and left behind exquisite carpets.

Source: the Persian carpet
Author: Mohamad javad Nasiri
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