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A review of the history of
Iran carpet. Part 2.

M Translated by Seyyed Amjad Nezami
Rug and Handicraft Commission Secretary
International affairs expert Kerman Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture

One can not record the exact date of rug invention ,
but specimens of felt rugs have been discovered in polar
ices presumed to belong to the beginning of Paleolithic
period or 25 or 30 thousand years ago.

Evidence indicate that the rug was first born by no-
madic tribes that lived in tents and coated their tent floor
to protect themselves from outside cold.

Ravandi studies on Kamarband cave shows that about
six thousand years before the birth of Christ , the sheep
and goat were not reared merely for sacrifice but to use
their milk and wool, because by that time spinning and
weaving technique had progressed . what we are sure of
is that after many years the rug became gradually popu-
lar among urban inhabitants.

soft rugs of achaemenids painted by various dyes
decorated the rooms (.Ravandi.vol.1).

regarding Persian rug weaving during the pre-Islamic
era, Ravandi (vol.3) says “ according to professor Pope,
Iran has inherited three thousand years of art and Persian
carpet weaving has a long history “ the carpet industry
achieved its peak during the Sassanid dynasty.

After Arab invasion , the Persians became believers
of la-ilaha-illalah -Mohammad Rasoul-ullah using these
words and also images of human, Birds and animals that
they had inherited from ancient traditions and customs.
The eternal spirit of the art that Iranian breathed into the
images and patterns continued to survive.

Of all the Iranian arts carpet weaving is the most fa-
mous and beloved in the west . from the time of Henry
VIII up to now , the Europeans have grown accustomed
to collecting Iranian rugs.

During the Sassanid period , the rug designs were
very interesting and delightful, but with the invasion of
Aarab the sketches and patterns deteriorated and dur-
ing this period and Seljuk period the carpet industry did
not bloom, and we have no evidence to prove the pro-
gress of carpet art in that period in old books.

wy |

Besides , devastating and barbarous attacks of Moguls
and timur led to the decline of carpet weaving . big work-
shops disintegrated and great master rug weavers and de-
signers fled to different corners in the country.

At the end of the fifteenth century, the Iranian rug was
notable, but Persian rug , tile and architecture achieved
special excellence in Isfahan in the sixteenth century
during the Safavid dynasty.

After the collapse of the Safavid dynasty and with the
incursion of Afghans , again the rug industry stopped and
stagnated like other arts in the country. Nadir shah , who
was engaged in repeated battles and was busy expelling
foreign enemies from the country did not find a chance
to elevate the rank of rug weaving .

As a consequences, the rug industry did not progress
much during his rule , but he provided opportunity for
weaving big carpets.

During the Afshar and Zandiye dynasty the carpet in-
dustry was growing secretly and the kings and governors
did not pay enough attention to it.

One can dare say that rehabilitation and progress of
carpet started during Qajar dynasty and has fortunately
continued up to now.
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