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A brief review of Iran
and Kerman carpet history

Iran carpet has a long history. Weaving varieties of car-
pets has been prevalent since ancient times and has had 
ancestral motivation in Iran. In opinion of historians, 
tourists, warriors, and ancient artifacts carpet weaving as 
a handicraft, produced by rural and tribal people, has a 
background deep into the history.
Professor Rudenko, discoverer of  Pazirik rug believes 
that rug is a handiwork of  the median  people  or Pars  
(Kerman and south) and Pathians (Khorasan) . contem-
porary motifs similar to designs and patterns of the rug 

view. Other works, such as paintings done by artists of 
the medieval ages bear designs of Iranian Rugs.
historians narrate that, the Romans invaded Iran and loot-
ed the carpet Dastgard  (carpet weaving instrument) and 
took it as  a trophy , meanwhile Greek historical sources 
narrating  about Iranian brocade carpets. 
Baharestan carpet (woven in Sassanid dynasty ordered 
by Anushirval -531 A.D) with all arts in its texture pre-
senting carpet industry progress and lateral industry such 
as: dying and designing in ancient Iran.
 Carpet as an aspect of human thought is affected by hu-
man innovation sense through its history, occasionally, 

-
tion and sometimes in incubation period of remission by 

natural and social damages.
Mongols period (1217 A.D) was a tragedy  for all kind of 
Iranian arts but later on in Safavid  dynasty (1501-1722 

Outset of Safavid was Concurrent with society growth 
and development of Handicrafts.

environmental serenity , spent their precious lifetime  for 
promoting  quality of Arts by innovating dinky pattern 
and exquisite designs to the uppermost, so that immortal-
ized the reputation of Iran in Art and carpet  through the 
world.
KERMAN carpet has a long Antecedent history. 
A Part of Carpet, woven in Kerman, preserved in Mashad 
museum of Emam reza, that demonstrates the antiquity 
of 700 years weaving of carpet in Kerman in knotted 
groundwork.
In opinion of Sir John Chardon (French explorer & re-
searcher- Safavid period) the best and largest carpets en-
tered to kings courts mostly had designed and woven by 
Kermanian dexterous weavers.
 The famous Italian explorer and traveler, Marco Polo, 
expresses the reputation of Kerman carpet in his itinerary 
while traveled to Orient part of Iran (Kerman). Also men-
tions Iran is Sultan of carpet in the world.
the curve of carpet weaving progress  was  in uppermost 
in Safavid period but  in bottommost phase in the outset 
of Qajar, while Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar  attacked 
and desolated  Kerman city, in revenge of Kermanian 
hospitality and kindness to Lotf alikhan Zand (his rival-
the king of Zandiye).
When Naseradin Shah (1848 to 1896 A.D) took the rule, 
nobody could imagine how carpet can be salvation of Qa-
jar dynasty in Iran.

Unlimited loans of  Naseraddin Shah borrowed from 
England and Russia for Europe Trips and excursions 
were dragging Qajarid to Debacle .at this time by export-
ing shipments of Carpets from Kerman and Tabriz , a 

country,  subsequently  this bliss absorbed the notice of 
the king and government as opportunity to prevent col-
lapse of  Qajar dynasty. That was so indeed. 
Soon, the valence of this goods Perpetuity and its export 
was revealed for the king. That was outset of issuance 
of rules and regulations that would guarantee carpet sur-
vival and its income.
Soon after this session, the curve of progress ascends then 
passing a two time decrease continuously after World 
War I and economic crisis in 1929. Later on continues its 
way to considerable production to the present.

established carpet weaving workshops and started ex-
porting Kerman carpet to Europe to meet the needs of 
Europe Markets.
In this regards, representatives of France, Italy and Eng-

-
duction and trade of Kerman carpet in the last century.
Representative of American merchants were the later 
commercial rivals who were stable and long term basis 
customers for Kerman carpet after World War I.
One of the reasons of Kerman carpet reputation is Abun-
dant Patterns, interesting designs and applying variety 
of colors which lies in a complete equilibrium with each 
other.
Kermani carpet designer has never been limited in a few 
color and pattern but always been a tradition breaker, 

-
limited human fantasies into the carpet design.

Translated by Seyyed Amjad Nezami
Rug and Handicraft Commission Secretary 
International affairs expert Kerman Chamber of 
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture


